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Efforts of Kadogawa-cho on the conservation Japanese Murrelet
Reiko Kubota

Kadogawa Social Education Division : Kadogawa-cho, Higashiusuki-gun, Miyazaki-ken, Japan

I am so happy that so many foreigners came to Kadogawa today. I am grateful that you have come to listen
to researchers' presentations and stories of local officials.

Kadogawa is a small town with a population of approximately 18,000 people. I moved to Kadogawa in 1989.
In those days, almost no one knew anything about Japanese Murrelets. It wasn’t until 1994 that Kadogawa began
conscious efforts to protect these birds. From the December until early May these birds gather here in Kadogawa
to breed. Our coastlines with its rocky cliffs and islands—part of Nippou Kaigan National Monumental Park—is
perfect nesting habitat for Japanese Murrelets (called Kanmuri Umisuzume in Japanese). The columnar rocks filled
with tiny crevices—especially those on Birojima—are exactly where the birds want to build their nests. As a
recognition of the birds’ importance, they were named the official birds of Kadogawa in 2005. Since then town
education and conservation programs have increased awareness of the issues surrounding the birds. The town’s
policy shift was gradual and the work of many people. Yoshito Nakajima of the Wild Bird Society of Miyazaki
studied the birds from1987-1988. At the time it was known that the Japanese Murrelet was rare, but we thought it
did not need of special conservation. Starting in 1989 the birds were studied continuously—by Yutaka Nakamura
and later (1993-1998) by Koji Ono, a Toho University graduate student. Their research established that Kadogawa
was home to best breeding ground in world. Their research even drew the attention of researchers overseas! In
1994 efforts to protect the Japanese Murrelet began in earnest. Town officials and policy makers were educated
about the birds. Mr. Nakamura gave a lecture and programs about the threats the birds faced were discussed. At
first it was difficult to reconcile the priorities of the Conservation and Tourism departments, but slowly the entire
town hall staff got on board with the program. With the support of the town government we then worked to spread
awareness among local residents. We used signboards and stickers to educate recreational fishers visiting Biro
Island about ways to safely interact with their Murrelet neighbors. Fishing companies were asked to display posters
in waiting rooms and on their boats, as well as to distribute stickers to fisherman so they would understand the
importance of keeping the island clean and brining all the trash back to shore—litter attracts crows which are
predators of the Murrelets. In 1998 we started an education campaign in local elementary and junior high schools,
distributing leaflets and posters and incorporating the birds into the curriculum as an element of ecological and
local studies. Since March 2001 we have been holding lectures and organizing observation trips so that
townspeople can appreciate the birds firsthand and deepen their knowledge of this aspect of their local environment.
In 2005 the bird became the official town bird and we celebrated by producing models and picture books of birds
for schools. Today, as part of our “hometown learning”, elementary and junior high school students learn about
these local treasures thanks to textbooks that we produced ourselves. Through these programs I hope that these
children who are responsible for the future of Kadogawa will continue to protect our rich and beautiful natural
environment—and the Japanese Murrelets that live there.
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