{ Status and Monitoring of Rare and Threatened Japanese Crested Murrelet
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Fig.1. Historical colonies of Japanese Murrelets around Iorigawa port and Otojima
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Fig. 2. Location of historic mainland colonies in the Otani area,
Kadogawa, Miyazaki Prefecture
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Fig. 3. Pictures of fishing and foraging seabirds
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Stories of Kadogawa residents living with Japanese Murrelets.

Shuichi Hamada
Iorigawa Fishery Cooperative: Kadogawa-cho, Higashiusuki-gun, Miyazaki-ken, Japan

Abstract

Birojima in Kadogawa Miyazaki Prefecture has the world’s largest colony of Japanese Murrelets
(Synthliboramphus wumizusume). This species has been designated as a “national monument” by the Japanese
government since 1975, and “vulnerable” (i.e., at high risk of endangerment in the wild) by the Japan Ministry of
the Environment. They used to inhabit not only Birojima but also other islands and mainland areas in Kadogawa,
so they were a common species for town residents to see.
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